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to promote health policies that inform 
those of us here in Congress on how we 
can better develop programs here in 
Congress for those individuals with in-
tellectual disabilities. 

The incalculable benefits resulting 
from this program are just a small ex-
ample of how my Aunt Eunice has al-
tered the future of millions of children 
in our own country and around the 
world. 

I just want to say once more, in a 
personal sense, that she has done so 
much to destigmatize the stigma of 
those with mental retardation. And, as 
someone who is fighting for parity for 
mental health coverage, she has also 
worked so hard to destigmatize mental 
illness, something that often accom-
panies those families who are depressed 
when they find that one of their family 
members has been struck with mental 
retardation. She has been someone who 
has fought for the human spirit and the 
dignity of the human person in every 
sense of the word. And, due to her tire-
less advocacy, our country has been 
better off for all of her devotion and 
work. 

So, it is with my great honor and 
pleasure that today I was able to join 
my colleagues in seeing that the Na-
tional Institutes of Health saw the 
naming of the National Institutes for 
Childhood and Development named 
after Eunice Kennedy Shriver for all of 
the great work that she has done on be-
half of every child born in this country 
and around the world. Congratulations, 
Aunt Eunice. It is so well deserved. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. JONES of North Carolina ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.) 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF FORMER 
CONGRESSMAN HENRY HYDE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. WASSERMAN 
SCHULTZ) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise to honor the life and memory of Con-
gressman Henry J. Hyde, the Representative 
of the Sixth District of Illinois from 1975 to 
2007. Congressman Hyde was a distinguished 
and well-respected member of this body, serv-
ing for 32 years in the House of Representa-
tives. 

During his tenure, Congressman Hyde 
served honorably as the Chairman of the Judi-
ciary and International Relations Committees 
and contributed much to this Nation. My 
thoughts and prayers go out to Congressman 
Hyde’s family and friends during this difficult 
time. 

While Congressman Hyde’s accomplish-
ments are many, I want to take a moment to 
share one that is both emblematic of the mark 
he left and of which I am particularly grateful. 
During the 109th Congress, I had the pleasure 

of working with Congressman Hyde to help 
spur the creation of the first Jewish American 
Heritage Month. 

As the lead Republican cosponsor of the 
House Resolution, Congressman Hyde was in-
strumental in garnering the support of the 
President of the United Sates and Republican 
leadership in the House, especially that of 
Speaker Hastert. 

With support from around the country, the 
House and Senate passed resolutions in early 
2006 urging the President to establish Amer-
ican Jewish History Month. President Bush 
then proclaimed the first Jewish American 
Heritage Month in May 2006 so that Ameri-
cans could come together to celebrate the 
many contributions that Jews have made to 
the fabric of our society. 

Thanks to Congressman Hyde’s commit-
ment and dedication, American Jewish culture 
and heritage is now celebrated each May by 
our Nation. In appreciation of this leadership, 
and in honor of Congressman Hyde’s lifetime 
commitment to serving his country, I have re-
quested that a tree be planted in Israel dedi-
cated to his memory. 

I again express my deepest sympathy to 
Congressman Hyde’s family, friends, and the 
people of Illinois. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
BUTTERFIELD) is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

(Mr. BUTTERFIELD addressed the 
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. WOOLSEY addressed the House. 
Her remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

FISCAL IRRESPONSIBILITY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentlewoman from 
Tennessee (Mrs. BLACKBURN) is recog-
nized for 60 minutes as the designee of 
the minority leader. 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, I 
appreciate the recognition, and I ap-
preciate the opportunity to be here 
this evening to speak with our col-
leagues and certainly to have a con-
versation with the American people 
about what has transpired on the floor 
of this House today. 

I know most families are beginning 
to look toward the Christmas season, 
and they are looking toward a winter 
holiday and spending time with family 
and with friends. And many of them 

have worked diligently to meet their 
deadlines to be certain that they have 
time set aside for such an observance. 

Mr. Speaker, I wish I could say that 
the leadership of the House has worked 
that diligently and is focused on meet-
ing those deadlines so that we would 
all be spending that time with our fam-
ilies. But indeed, we have found that is 
not the case. In unusual moves and 
through an unusual process, we are 
still at work, because we find that a 
budget has not been passed that should 
have been done before the 1st of Sep-
tember but didn’t. 

So, what happens with this the proc-
ess when you don’t get your work done, 
when you don’t meet your deadlines, 
when you disregard what you are 
charged to do and the duty that you 
are to fulfill? You find that you get 
backed into a corner. And, Mr. Speak-
er, when that happens, then you have 
to start working your way out of it. 

Well, in the House of Representa-
tives, when we are backed in that cor-
ner and we are unable to fulfill our 
work in a timely manner, instead of 
passing our appropriations bills and 
funding our government one bill at a 
time, we decide we are going to roll it 
all together, and then we have what is 
called the omnibus. And it is a great 
big spending bill, a great big spending 
bill, Mr. Speaker, where you throw ev-
erything into this that your heart 
could possibly desire. It is better than 
any Santa sack in town. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I would like to be 
certain that everyone realizes this big 
bill, this 3,565 pages of bill that weighs 
34.4 pounds is indeed a Santa’s sack 
loaded with pork and with earmarks, 
over 9,200 earmarks. 

In addition to that, Mr. Speaker, I 
think that it is fair to say that this 
also is a symbol. It is a symbol of the 
broken process that this House has 
gone through in arriving at a budget. It 
is a symbol of the broken priorities 
that exist. And, indeed, it is a symbol 
of the broken promises of the leader-
ship of this House to not only the body 
of the House but the American people. 

I have some colleagues joining me to-
night to talk a little bit about what we 
find in this 34.4 pounds, 3,565 pages. 
And, Mr. Speaker, I know we are going 
to talk about energy and the environ-
ment. I am saddened to know that we 
have had a lot of trees give their life to 
print these bills this week. 

I would like to recognize the ranking 
member of the Budget Committee, Mr. 
RYAN of Wisconsin, for some remarks 
on this legislation. 

Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. I thank the 
gentlelady for yielding, and I thank her 
for her leadership on this. 

As we take a look at this bill that 
just passed the House not 20 minutes 
ago, I think it is important to know 
what is in this piece of legislation. This 
piece of legislation weighs about the 
same amount of weight as my 4-year- 
old son does. This piece of legislation is 
3,565 pages. It is 9,200-plus earmarks, 
300 of which we just found out about 
today. 
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